
 
 

Title: Respected Mother 

Judges Assessment: Level 5 

Awarded 3rd Place in the Regional Awards Competition 

& 

Awarded 2nd Place in The Top of the Clubs Competition 

The Judges comments: 

Angie Adams wrote: 

An inspiring and enjoyable film.  A few things you can do in post production to improve it - take a moment to 

have the grammar and punctuation of your subtitles checked.  I felt you could have had your 

acknowledgements up for longer they rattled through very quickly.   

In general I had to read the subtitles very quickly I was unable to take in all the pictures, which is a shame 

because they looked good.  Consider putting the captions in a black box, as the background sometimes doesn't 

provide sufficient contrast. 

Nice use of light and shot composition, I think the lens flare might have been too much had it been used not 

only on the last shot, but I suspect others wouldn't appreciate the aesthetic. 

I am intrigued to know the circumstances of the making of the film, and would have liked a few more clues 

about location etc. in the end credits. 

Nice use of music, sympathetic and suitable. 

Alan Colegrave ARPS BPE FACI wrote: 

This was a very good drama. All aspects of the productions worked well. I found the sub-titles were often lost 

when the background was bright. 

Tim Stannard AACI wrote: 

A heart-warming tale with themes of honour, pride, dishonesty and sympathy. It is unusual in two ways. 

Firstly, it is told in three parts the first and last almost entirely in voiceover and the middle part exclusively 

visually. Secondly the protagonist's actions are minor; they have little bearing on the story, rather it is driven 

by what happens to him rather than by his own actions. I liked the structure of the story, in particular how, in 

the final section, reading the mother's letter before that of the pickpocket creates an air of puzzlement, both 

in the viewer and the son. 

The images all look fantastic. The focus and grade give an intimate and warm feel to the film and good use is 

made of light and dark. The first section is perhaps the most difficult to illustrate but the shots do provide an 

insight into the protagonist's life while the exposition is delivered by the recitation of the letter. 

The final section is perhaps easier to illustrate as here we are able to see the son's reaction to the two letters.  

Here, and indeed throughout the film, acting is excellent. It is very natural and we develop an empathy with 

the character. 

The film really shines in the middle section. Action, camera work and editing all come together to create 

variety of moods and pace. Very economically it shows his financial state, the bustle of the market, the panic 



when he realises he has been robbed as he runs back to the market and his frustration leading to his 

disappointment and feeling of having let down his mother. 

 

Diegetic sound and voiceover are very effective throughout as is the use of music. 

A lovely looking, well-acted film which I have enjoyed watching several times in the course of writing this. 

 

  

Grade Definitions 

Level 5  
An excellent production demonstrating high levels of creative and technical ability. It will be appealing to the audience 
and all round very satisfying to watch 
 
Level 4  
The film maker will have demonstrated a good grasp of the art of cinematography and have told a good story. Technically 
it will be very good although there may be occasional minor lapses which let it down. 
 
Level 3  
Films at this level show a reasonable level of competency but lack sufficient creativity and/or technique. Attention to 
detail within editing, such as loose cutting, poor continuity or variable sound quality/mixing may occasionally be an issue.   
 
Level 2  
The film maker is on a learning curve and whilst some techniques are demonstrated others have yet to be fully developed. 
Work in progress, but on the way. 
 
Level 1  
There is much to learn and the basic skills have yet to be applied - the viewers interest is unlikely to be maintained for 
very long. 

 


